Introduction
African children are rarely associated with globalization and the commercialization of childhood through consumerism, except for their participation in the global supply chain as child labor.
1 Accordingly, they are represented as a uniform category despite the fact that great inequalities in wealth and opportunity exist both across and within countries. International discourses on child protection in the global South tend to see those entering the world of paid work as being deprived of their childhood (Bourdillon 2006; Nieuwenhuys 2007) . Such discourses advocate an essentially Eurocentric and middle-class type of childhood in which work is not readily accepted as a means of accumulating practical and social skills and know-how (Bourdillon forthcoming; Razy and Rodet 2011). With the aim of protecting children from hazardous and exploitative work, young people up to the age of 18 are categorized as children (cf. International Labor Office [ILO] Convention No. 182). The idea that adolescents can migrate to find work on their own initiative and for material reasons beyond meeting basic needs is overshadowed by representations of migrant children as forced migrants, victims of trafficking or exploitation (cf. Robson 2010; Human Rights Watch 2007; ILO 2001 ILO , 2010 .
This chapter focuses on young migrants aged 14-24 years, who have left their village to work in Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina Faso, or Abidjan, the economic capital of Côte d'Ivoire. It explores the relationship between work and consumption in adolescent migrants' lives and offers insights into the purchasing power of one of the most marginalized social categories in the city, and into the dynamics between material desires and adolescent migrants' navigation of the urban context. To grasp how social relations shape adolescent migrants' pathways, the chapter also explores the role of migration, work and consumption in creating, maintaining and breaking relationships. It highlights mobility-in-migration among adolescents who have left their village to find work in urban areas, including patterns of internal and return migration and also social and cultural mobility as captured by consumption patterns and styles of dress that mimic and reinterpret global youth (hip-hop) culture. The objective of the chapter is thus to take a fresh look at how we understand African migrant children and youth, and to use ethnographic facts to add new perspectives on the linkages between adolescence, different forms of mobilities embedded in migration, work consumption and globalization.
The ethnography of young rural-urban migrants from the Bisa region in southeastern Burkina Faso is based on a total of 12 months' fieldwork between 2005 and 2008, where I interviewed 120 young migrants in Ouagadougou and Abidjan, who had begun their migration before the age of 18 years. Moreover, I traced 15 migrants in multiple sites throughout the four years. To overcome time constraints imposed by employers and/ or the need to earn for street-working adolescents, I developed a methodology of doing repeated interviews and informal conversations at workplaces, meeting points and where they lived, and also interviewed their families in the village of origin. Despite this time-consuming task of visiting their families in a considerable number of villages in the Bisa region at the expense of spending more time observing migrant children's lives in the cities, the value to the young migrants was enormous. Knowing their background and bringing them greetings and pictures of their family often created a better rapport and revealed twists and turns as their lives rolled out. In this case, multisited research offered insights into the way in which events in the city or back home impacted young migrants' reflections on how they best could achieve their dreams, and resulted in decisions that brought them back to the village, to new occupations or to new migration destinations. Moreover, my visits to their families revealed that most of the parents, or at least the fathers, had been migrants in the past, and that most families had members in several locations.
Material consumption among young people in Africa
Anthropologists have long grappled with theorizing consumption practices in the global South through the rhetoric of appropriation and
